C.R- 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Borough  of  Barnstaple 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


■ 


■ 


The  Castle, 

BARNSTAPLE. 


July,  1956. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Miss  Howard  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Heal tn  and 
Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1955. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 


M.O.H.,  8arnstaple. 
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LIST  OF  STAFF 


Tne  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  consists  of 


PART-TIME  OFFICER 

F.  J.l  H.  MARTIN,  M„  Ro  C.  S. , L.  R„  Co  p„ , Do  Po  H0 , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,, 


WHOLE-TIME  OFFICERS 

W.  RODGERS,  M.S. I .A. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


F.  V.  PYE,  M.s.I.A.  4aditiona1  Sanitary  lnspectorD 


MISS  E.W.  FENNELL 


Cl  erk 


u 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  .00  000  000 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Mio-Year  Estimate) 
Inhabited  Houses  000  00 « 

Rateable  value  ...  o.0 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  000 


o • o 
000 
000 


000 

00c 

000 

000 

000 


2,396 
15,930 
U.  819 
£127,959 
£503 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males  Females  Total 


LIVE  BIRTHS,  Legitimate 

Illegitimate  o.» 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population 

STILL  BIRTHS,  Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ... 


121 

100 

221 

10 

8 

18 

o§# 

0(t  000 

15.00 

Males 

Females 

- 

2 ) Total 
- ) 

2 

— 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Mai  es 

DEATHS  000  000  ooo  118 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population  ... 


Females 

109 


80  29 

Total 

227 

14.24 


The  Table  appended  shows  the  comparative  figures  for  Barnstaple,  and 
England  and  Wales. 


The  Local  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  shown  corrected  by  the  Area 
Comparability  Factors. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Death 
' Rate 
per 
1,000 

Infant  Mortal i ty  per 
1,000  live  births 

Live 
Bi rths 

Still 
Bi rtns 

Deaths 
under 
1 year 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  4 
Enteritis 
under  2 years 

Barnstaple 
England  4 wales 

15.60 

15.0 

0.12 

11.54 

11.7 

12.55 

24.9 

0 

- 5 - 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Mai  es 

Females 

Total 

L 0Q  1 X,  i m&t  6 ooo  ooo 

ooo 

1 

l ) 

MIcQit-irncitfc?  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

— 

1 ) 

3 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS 

Mates 

Ferji.ai  e.s 

Total 

L&yitinicit6  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

i 

i ) 

1 1 1 0CJ  l t 1 fTlSt  6 ooo  ooo 

o Q o 

— 

l ) 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

ooo 

ooo 

o c o ooo 

12.55 

LOCAL  DEATHS  OVER  6S  YEARS 

65  - 69  ooo 

21 

85 

— 89  ooo 

14 

70  - 74 

36 

90 

- 94 

6 

75-7? 

45 

95 

plus  ooo 

1 

80  “84  ooo 

36 

Total 

159 

POLIOMYELITIS 

During  toe  year  1 case 

of  Acute 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  occurred 

in  tre 

Borough. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 

I am  obliged  to  the  Barnstapie  Meteorological  Station  at  the  North  Devon 
Athenaeum  for  the  following  information:- 

8AR0METER  Highest  reading  30.6  ins. 

TEMPERATURE  Maximum  88®  on  23rd  Augusto 

Mean  for  the  year  49. 8°. 

29.07  ins.  Average  for  preceding  10  years  34.53  ins. 

Number  of  days  on  which  .01  ins0  or  more  of  rain  fell,  158 


Lowest  reading  28.8  ins. 
Minimum  16°  on  21st  February. 


RAINFALL 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Tne  two  following  taDles  snow  cases  of  tuDerculosis  notified  during  tne 
year  ana  the  deaths  from  this  diseased  Sexes  are  separated.,  Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary  are  also  di fferenti atedo 


Age  Periods 

NEW  C 

A S E S 

Respi ratory 

Non-Resp i ratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 “ 4 y66irs  ooo  ooo 

1 

k _ a •» 

vJ  ” OOO  OCD  O 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

1 

h-“ 

-t= 

o 

o 

0 

o 

o 

o 

- 

- 

- 

— 

15  1 9 " ooo  ooo 

- 

- 

- 

— 

20-24  " ooo  did 

- 

1 

- 

1 

25-34 

- 

1 

- 

- 

35-44 

- 

1 

- 

— 

45  — 54  1 ooo  OOO 

- 

1 

- 

- 

55  — 64  n ooo  ooo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 5 ana  ov ooo  ooo 

1 

- 

- 

- 

T 0 T ft  L 

• 

1 

4 

- 

2 

DEATHS 

ftge  Periods 

Respi ratory 

Non-Res 

p i ratory 

- 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Unaer  1 year 

1 “ 5 years  ooo  ooo 

R - 10  H 

J ooo  ooo 

- 

— 

— 



10-15  " ddd  600 

*TT 

— 

— 

_ 

15“  20  " o o o ooo 

- 

— 

_ 



20  - 25 

- 

— 

_ 

25  “ 35  n ooo  ooo 

— 

— 



__ 

35-45  " 

- 

— 

• 



1JR  — SS  " 

’ J J ooo  ooo 

- 

— 

55  - 65  ooo  ooo 

_ 

_ 

65  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

— 

TOTftL  ooi 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955 


M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  Respirator/  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis,  Other  ooo 

doo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

Sypn i 1 i t ic  Disease  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

•— 

— 

Diphtheria  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

— 

- 

Whoop i ny  Couyh  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections  000 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

Measles  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

Other  Infective  ana  Parasitic  Diseases  bo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

4 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

5 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  O0o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

— 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

Other  Malignant  ana  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

ooo 

ooo 

6 

8 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

0 o'  o 

- 

- 

DiaDetes  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

14 

18 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  000 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

20 

5 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

6 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

obo 

24 

43 

Other  C i rculatory  Disease  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

5 

5 

1 nf 1 uenza  ooo  ooo 

o o b 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

2 

Pneumon ia  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

4 

1 

Bronchitis  ooo  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

10 

2 

Otner  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duoaenum 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  ana  Diarrhoea 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

1 

Nephritis  ana  Nephrosis  000 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  oao 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

3 

- 

Pregnancy,  Cnilabirtn,  Abortion 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformations  00o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

Otner  Definea  ana  Ill-Definea  Diseases 

ooo 

ooo 

4 

9 

Motor  vehicle  Acciaents  000 

QOOO 

ooo 

ooo 

2J 

- 

All  Other  Acciaents 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

4 

1 

Suici  06  b"o  o ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

- 

Homiciae  ana  operations  of  War 

ooo 

All 

ooo 

Causes 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

118 

109 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  Of  HEALTH  SERVICES 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Hawley  Sanatorium,  situated  in  tne  Borougn,  has  28  beds,, 


MATERNITY  CASES 

At  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  there  is  a ward  of  14  beds*  with  a fully 
qualified  staff  available  for  cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty,. 

At  Bicclescombe  Hospital,  Ilfracombe,  there  are  10  Maternity  and  4 
Ante-natal  Deds„ 

There  are  4 Deos  at  Braunton  Nursing  Home0 

NOTE:  During  1955,  4 Barnstaple  birtns  took  place  at  Ilfracombe,  and  1 

at  Braunton  Nursing  Home0 

A General  Practitioners’  Maternity  Unit  of  13  beds  is  situated  at  "High- 
field",  Victoria  Road,  Barnstaple,. 

ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  is  an  Infectious  Diseases  Isolation  Hospital  at  Bideforo,  now  known 
as  Kingsley  Hospital,  which  serves  Barnstaple  as  well  as  other  Local  Authorities 
in  North  Devon,, 

SMAU-PQX 


The  Small-Pox  Hospital  to  which  any  cases  of  smal  I- ?ox  will  be  sent  is 
Upton  Pine  Hospital,  near  Exeter,, 

Special  ambulance  transport  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  wnipton,  Exeter,  Telephone  67 158„ 

DISINFECTION 

Extension  to  tne  Cattle  Market  has  meant  the  loss  of  the  Steam  Disinfec- 
tion Cnamber  previously  housed  there,,  B/  arrangement  witn  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  the  steam  disinfection  apparatus  at  Bicclescombe  Hospital,  Ilfracombe,  will 
be  available  if  requi rea„ 

GENERAL 

The  North  Devon  Infirmary,  situated  in  Barnstaple,  serves  the  area,  and 
provides  modern  Medical-  and  Surgical  treatment  for  the  resident-,  of  the  district,, 


10  - 


wards  at  the  Alexandra  Hospital  are  now  set  aside  as  an  Annexe  to  the 
North  Devon  Infirmary,  and  post-operative  and  recovery  patients  are  transferred 
there  as  soon  as  possible.. 

There  are  111  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  at  the  Alexandra  Hospital  in 
Barnstapl  e„ 

At  Braunton  Nursing  Home  there  are  4 beds  for  sick  persons,. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  main  Laboratory  is  situated  at  7 Dix's  Field,  Exeter,  and  Dr„  Bo  Moore 
is  the  Director  It  is  completely  installed  witn  the  necessary  equipment  for 

bacteriological  exami  nat  ions  of  al  1 kinds0  Its  diagnostic  ana  consultative  services 
are  available  for  all  doctorso  Bacteriological  examinations  of  drinking  water 
ano  milk  are  also  carried  out0 

There  is  also  a Pathological  Laboratory  now  open  at  the  former  Barnstaple 
and  North  Devon  Dispensary  buildings  with  a full-time  Patnologist  and  Technical 
Staff  to  meet  the  needs  jf  the  whole  North  Devon  Area0 

The  Blood  Bank  is  also  situated  at  this  Laboratory,, 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

VoDo  Cl  inico  This  is  held  at  tne  Nortn  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe,, 

Sessions  - 

Females,,  Mondays,  4.00  pDmo  Maleso  Mondays,  5„15  p<,m„ 

Thursdays,  4.30  p<,m„  Tnursdays,  5.45  p0m0 

Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  tne  North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe,, 

Sessions  - 

Tuesdays  9 a„m<,  - 1 p0m0 

2 pom,,  - 4 p„m0 

Thursdays  9 aom0  - 1 p0m0 

2 p0m0  - 4 poftio 

Fridays  9 aom0  - 1 p0m0 

2 p0m0  - 4 p0m0 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

Under  Section  27  of  tne  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Local 
Health  Authority  (ioe<>,  the  Devon  County  Council),  is  responsible  for  the  provision 
of  an  Ambulance  Service,  and  tne  Devon  Health  committee  nave  arranged  for  tnis  to 
be  provided  through  the  agency  of  the  Stc  John  Ambulance  Association  The  Brigade 
serves  tne  Borough  and  tne  district  around,  ana  the  Head  Quarters  are  in  commercial 
Roaa,  Barnstapl  e„ 


) 

) 

) Clinic  and  X-Ray  Examinations 
) 


a0 p»  refills 
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The  Staff  consists  of  3 paid  members,  (full  time),  20  men  volunteers  ana 
111  volunteer  nurses. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service,  also  under  the  Devon  County  council,  is  avail- 
able upon  application  to  the  Hospital,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  is  empowered  to 
hire  cars  in  urgent  cases  when  the  Ambulance  is  not  necessary. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES 

There  are  3 District  Midwives,  2 District  General  Nurses,  and  1 Heal tn 
Visitor  practising  in  the  Borougn. 

HOME  HELPS  SCHEME 

This  Scheme  was  started  in  Marcn,  1949,  ana  is  run  by  the  w.v.S.  for  the 
Devon  County  Council.  It  covers  Barnstaple  Borough  and  Rural  Areas,  wherever 

transport  is  available,  ana  tne  scheme  is  directed  by  Mrs.  M.  Hughes. 

There  are  now  52  Home  Helps,  and  389  cases  were  dealt  with  in  1955,  as 
compared  with  48  Home  Helps  and  316  cases  in  1954. 

Any  case  recommended  by  a Doctor,  Health  visitor,  or  District  Nurse,  is 
entitled  to  a Home  Help.  Tne  Home  Helps  do  any  work  in  the  house  normally  done 
by  the  Housewife. 

Home  Helps  are  now  looking  after  49  aged  people,  who  are  living  by  them- 
selves ana  would  otnerwise  have  to  go  to  hospital. 

During  tne  year  1955  Home  Helps  rendered  assistance  in  the  homes  of  32 
maternity  cases. 

6 blind  people  also  received  assistance  from  the  service. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION 

Immunization  carried  out  during  1955  was  as  follows:- 

Numoer  of  children  who  received  a course  of 

primary  Injections  ...  ...  ..o  266 

Number  of  children  who  received  aReinrorcing 

I n j ec  tion  ooo  .o.  ooo  ooo  ^ 16 

NOTE:  FOR  THE  TENTH  CONSECUTIVE  YEAR  NO  CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  WERE  NOTIFIED. 

VACCINATION 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  against  Small-pox  =*  247:- 


Under  1 year 

1 yr. 

2-4  yrs. 

5-14  yrs. 

15  yrs.  ana  over 

95 

56 

15 

13 

68 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


To  His  worsnip 
Counc i I lors 


the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple.. 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Castle, 

Barnstaple, 


‘ July,  1956. 


Mr0  Mayor,  Miss  Howard  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Report  on  the  work  of  your^  San i tary  Inspectors  for 
the  year  1955„ 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Department  in  19550 

Meat  inspection  again  accounted  for  the  greater  number  of  visits  made., 
Sunday  slaughtering,  cniefly  for  the  London  market,  continued  throughout  the  year, 
and  the  throughput  of  the  Public  Abattoir  reached  a f i gu  re  never  previously  exceeded., 

Several  nundreos  of  houses  were  inspected  in  detail  with  a view  to  future 
Slum  Clearance  programmes.. 

The  main  duties  of  the  Department  are  referred  to  as  under: 

(i)  HOUSING  ACTS  f>  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS: 

805  premises  were  visited,  and  585  re-visits  made  as  a result  of  action 

taken.. 


iu  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  and  33  were  closed  either 
voluntarily  or  after  statutory  action., 

Work  was  begun  during  the  year  on  the  large-scale  Clearance  programme 
foreshadowed  in  the  statutory  report  on  unfit  houses  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government.,  This  entailed  detailed  inspection  of  several  streets  of 

houses  included  in  the  report,  and  preparations  were  made  to  declare  certain  areas 
as  Clearance  Areas  under  the  Housing  Acts0 

Tne  total  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  was:- 
By  Local  Authority 
8y  Private  Enterprise:  *3 


(ii)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL: 


The  service  continued  to  be  performed  Dy  3 vehicles,  their  total  mileage 
in  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1936,  being  over  14,000  mileso  This  is  still  an 
expanding  service,  and  will  continue  to  be  so  while  new  housing  estates  are 
developed,. 


Again,  it  must  be  said  that  many  households  put  out  more  refuse  than 
could  be  expected,,  It  is  surprising  to  note  how  many  extra  bins  and  otner 

containers  are  to  be  seen  awaiting  collection,, 

Controlled  tipping  continued  on  the  Refuse  Tip  at  Seven  Brethren’s  Bank,, 
It  is  regretted  that  even  more  trespass  and  damage  took  place  than  i n previous  years0 
Fires  were  started  on  several  occasions,  and  the  tipped  refuse  disturbed  by  predatory 
vi si  torso  Much  work  and  expense  may  be  needed  to  overcome  the  effects  of  a few 

mfnutes*  wanton  damage,, 

( i i i ) SALVAGE 

Prices  have  remained  oi sappoi nti ngly,  low  and  the  year  ended  with  one  of 
the  re-current  ’slumps'  in  the  Salvage  Market,  Local  Authorities  being  again  unable 
to  dispose  of  their  salvaged  paper,, 


The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  materials  salvaged,  togetner 
wi  th  thei  r val  ue:- 


Tons  cwtSo  qrso  lbs„ 


Mixed  Waste  Paper 
Cardboard 
R ag  s o o o 

Cast  Iron  Scrap 


o o o 


o o o 


o o o 


o o o 


41  1 10 

16  3 0 

1 1 0 

1 1 0 

42  10  2 0 


£ So  Qo 

227c  90  3„ 

llo  7 o 30 

10  15.  0o 

5.  7o 

240.  17„  1, 


Since  1939  1,913  tons  of  Salvage  have  been  collected,  val-e  £13,162 
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(iv)  MEAT  INSPECTION: 

The  Tuly  street  Abattoir  was  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Corporation 
for  the  first  whole  year  since  19390  The  figure  of  48,29*5  animals  slaughtered  was 
the  highest  ever  attained,  and  to  achieve  1001  inspection  of  these  your  Inspectors 
were  compelled  to  attend  on  every  Sunday  in  the  year  except  one,  and  on  every  Bank 
Holiday  except  Good  Friday  and  Christmas  Day;  this  apart  from  evening  visits  and 

"emergency"  calls  at  week-ends,. 

OnePrivate  Slaughterhouse  was  granted  a "restricted"  licence  during  tne 
year,  but  was  not  operated,, 


48,295  Food  Animals  were  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  PudI'ic  Abattoir 
as  follows:*- 


Beasts 
Cal  ves 
Sheep 
Pigs 


3,  290 
1,576 
26,826 
16,603 

48.295 


In  addition,  the  following  were  brought  in  dressed  for  inspection:- 


Beasts,  NiU  Calves,  Nil„  Sheep,  30  pigs,  2„ 


Total : 


Tons  cwtSp 


Meat  condemned  at  Slaughterhouse 


60 


18 


qrs 

3 


1 DSo 


24 


Whole  carcases  condemned  include  the  following:- 

Beasts:  1460  Calves:  39„  Sheep:  498„ 


Pigs:  270 


18  Licences  were  issued  to  Slaughtermen, 
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The  following  table  is  in  tne  form  required  by  the  Ministry,  for  Annual 

Reports:- 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattl e 
excluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Cal  ves 

Sheep 

ana 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  ki 1 lea  Oo0  000 

" brought  in  aressea 

1.873 

NIL 

1,417 

NIL 

1,576 

NIL 

26.826 

3 

16,603 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

Number  inspected  O0o 

1.873 

1,417 

1,576 

26,829 

16,603 

NIL 

ALL  DISEASES  FXCFPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  S CYST  1 CERC 1 

Whole  Carcases  conaemnedo00 

Carcases  of  wnicn  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  O0o 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cyst i cere i 

15 

78 

37 

498 

18 

NIL 

789 

719 

3 

2,750 

153 

NIL 

42.9% 

56.  2% 

2.5% 

12.  1% 

1.03% 

NIL 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemnedooo 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  000 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosiSooo  ooo 

17 

36 

2 

NIL 

9 

NIL 

8? 

153 

1 

NIL 

452 

NIL 

5. 3$ 

13.3% 

GO 

y—i 

• 

NIL 

2.8% 

NIL 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  whicn  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned* ooo 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemendo  O0O 

• 

15 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

15 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 
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Tnere  was  a farther  decline  in  the  percentage  of  animals  found  to  be 
tuberculous  in  any  0egreeo  In  cows  the  percentage  was  13. 3*  against  14.8$  for  the 
previous  yearD 

All  cases  of  Generalised  Tuberculosis  in  bovines  were  again  notified  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  wfiose  Veterinary  Inspectors  visit  tne 
heros  in  question  and  test  for  other  affected  animal  So 

Examinations  for Cysticerous  Bov  is  (the  embryo  form  of  a tapeworm  infesting 
man)  continued,  and  19  cases  were  found  - a decrease  of  9 on  the  previous  year,, 
The  incidence  of  infection  was  .54?  against  <,9?%  in  19540 

Much  valuable  assistance  is  given  by  tne  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisneries  Veterinary  Laboratory  at  Starcross  a the  Public  Healtn  Laboratory  at 
Exeter,  in  examination  of  specimens  and  confirmation  of  the  rarer  oiseasesQ 

(v)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS: 

The  Devon  County  Council  is  the  Food  A Drugs  Authority,  but  the  sampling 
provisions  are  exercised  locally  in  cases  of  emergency  or  special  interest  Tne 
samples  listed  below  were  - apart  from  the  water  samples  - of  this  type,  and  were 
taken  as  preventive  measures  against  possible  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,. 


Articles 

NOo  Of 
Samples 

— — — ■- . — — — — — — ■ — — — ■■ 

Results  of  Examination 

WATER  (Mains  supply) 

3 

Bacterioloqi st' s Report:  All  qraded  Class  1 

G4RDFN  PEAS 

1 

of  the  Ministry  of  Health's  classification  for 
p i ped  suppl ieso 

Bacterid ooi  st' s Report:  Tne  tin  snowed  no 

(Unopened  tin) 
GARDEN  PEAS 

1 

evidence  of  blowing,  and  was  of  sound  const ruc- 
tionQ  On  opening,  the  contents  appeared  normal. 
No  organisms  were  seen  in  stained  direct  films, 
and  cultures  remained  sterile,,  part  of  tne 
contents  were  eaten  by  a human  volunteer  with 
no  ill  effectso 

Bacteriologist's  Report:  Approximately  naif  tne 

(Opened  tin  from 
same  consignment) 

JELLY  A PASTRY  from 

1 

contents,  which  had  a sour  ano  rancid  smell, 
remained  in  the  tin„  Tne  tin  was  of  sound 
construction,  ano  showed  no  evidence  of 
internal  blackening,,  No  organisms  were  seen 
in  stained  direct  films,  ana  cultures  remained 
steri  1e„ 

Analyst's  Report' on  each  of  these  samoles: 
Examination  for  presence  of  a chemical  irritant 
or  other  harmful  constituent,  snowed  no  evidence 
of  such  presence,, 

Bacteriologist’s  Reo<prt:  Staphylococcus  Aureus 

.PORK  PI  F 

was  isolated  from  this  specimen  on  culture  (in 
small  numbers),.  The  interpretation  of  this 

finding  is  difficult,  as  mere  handling  of  this 
pie  by  the  purchaser  might  have  led  to 
contamination  with  Staphylococc i„ 
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ICE  CREAM: 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  74  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
Ice  Cream,  supplied  Dy  4 Producers,,  27  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriol  logical 
examination,,  All  these  were  satisfactory  (22  Grade  I,  and  5 Grade  ll); 

The  results  of  samples  are  tabulated  below:- 


Producer 

Grade 

1 

Grade 
1 1 

Grade 
1 1 1 

Grade 

IV 

Total 

N0o  1 

6 

3 

- 

- 

9 

2 

6 

1 

- 

- 

7 

3 

7 

- 

— 

- 

7 

4 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

22 

5 

- 

- 

27 

Ice  Cream  is  one  of  those  manufactured  foods  which  by  its  very  nature, 
could  be  a vehicle  of  food  poisoning  or  other  disease  if  infected,  and  in  view  of 
tne  enormous  quantities  now  consumed  it  is  satisfying  to  Know  that  most  of  it  is 
prepared  and  stored  hygienical ly„ 

The  Summer  of  1955  was  the  hottest  for  many  years,  and  tne  amount  of  ice 
cream  consumed  locally  must  have  been  prodigious,,  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  no 
’incidents'  were  reported,, 

■■■  -FOOD  PREMISES: 

2,384  visits  were  made  to  such  premises  (this  includes  visits  to  the 
Slaughterhouse  and  Butchers'  Shops) „ 

Apart  from  sucn  visits,  several  lectures  were  given  during  the  year  to 
Caterers  and  their  staffs,  other  food-nandlers,  Guilds,  etc0,  some  with  tne  aid  of 
films  supplied  by  the  Central  Council  of  Health  Education,,  Such  "education"  is 
often  of  far  greater  use  than  any  amount  of  legislation  in  this  field,, 
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Fooa  Inspected  ana  surrendered  as  unfit  for  numan  consumption  was  as 
1 i stea  oelow:- 

TINHED  FOOD 


M63t  o o o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

280 

tins 

^ i sri  o o o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

55 

•1 

F r u it  o o o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

,203 

tl 

Fruit  Juice  o00 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

14 

If 

VegetaDles  ot.o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

218 

If 

Preserves  000 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

24 

t! 

Milk  4 Cream  ooa 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

43 

It 

SOUpS  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

52 

If 

Mi  lk  Puddings  0O0 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

If 

Sweet  Corn  000 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

8 

If 

Various  0o0 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

4 

II 

1. 

90  3 

tins 

Wei ght 

- 3.0154 

1 DSo 

OTHER 

1 DSo 

ozs. 

Beef  (From  Butchers' 

shops) 

ooo 

ooo 

1.310 

0 

^0  TKo  o o ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

85 

0 

Offals,  etCo  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

18 

0 

1.413 

0 

6 sc  on  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

202 

4 

Benger's  Food  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

5 

4 

Biscuits  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

0 

Breakfast  Cereals 

O & 0 

ooo 

ooo 

8 

8 

Butter  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

8 

Butter  Beans  o0o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

0 

C Sk  6 ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

115 

8 

Cheese  oOD 

OOO 

ooo 

ooo 

211 

12 

Cooking  fat  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

8 

8 

Desiccated  Coconut 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

14 

6 

Dried  Frui t 000 

lo  o o 

ooo 

ooo 

12 

8 

F i sh  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1,006 

10 

Fish  Cakes  Ooo 

o O 0 

ooo 

ooo 

7 

6 

Fruit  Jelly  (5  jars) 

ooo 

Ooo 

ooo 

1 

4 

Margarine  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

11 

0 

Meat  (opened  tins) 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

19 

12 

Meat  Pie  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

5 

0 

Ox  Tongue  (l  jar) 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

0 

Poultry  (20  Ducks) 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1*3 

0 

Sausages  ' ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

153 

8 

Split  Peas  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

4 

Sponge  Mixture 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

8 

TBB  ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

8 

3.348  14 
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(vi)  MILK  4ND  DAIRIES: 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  tne  Borough  Public  Health 
Department  is  responsible  for  the  following  administrative  duties:- 

(a)  The  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Distributive  traoe  other 
than  Producer-Retai  lerso 

(b)  Control  by  Licence  of  tne  sale  of  milk  bearing  special 
Designations!, 

.j 

(c)  Provision  with  regard  to  the  infection  of  milk  from  human 
infectious  diseases  and  from  certain  diseases  of  bovine 
ori gi nD 

(d)  The  prevention  of  the  sale  of  milk  from  animals  infected 
by  Tuberculosis  and  other  specified  conoitions0 


33  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  the  detection  of  tubercleD  31  were  Negative,  and  2 were  inconclusive,  (Guinea- 
pigs  died  of  intercurrent  disease),, 

Tne  number  of  Dairies  in  the  Borough  under  local  supervision  is  now  12„ 


The  following  Licences  were  issued  to  sell  milk  under  special  Designa- 

t ions:- 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw)  oo0  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  7 

Pasteurised  000  <,„o  3 

Channel  Island  (Pasteurised)  1 


It  is  to  be  the  national  policy  eventually  to  ensure  that  all  milk  is 
"Designated"  or  "Heat  Treated",,  Meanwnile,  our  best  local  contribution  to  a "safe" 
milk  supply  istne  regular  sampling  from  all  Producers,  for  biological  exaninat ions, 
i0e0  to  ensure  that  milk  is  free  from  Tuoerculosi s„ 
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( v i i ) WATER  SUPPLIES: 

The  mains  water  supply  for  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple  is  satisfactory, 
ooth  as  regards  quantity  and  quality,, 


Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  weekly,  and  tne  water  is 
chlorinatedo 


(viii)  RODENT  DISINFESTATION: 

A part-time  operator  is  still  employed  for  this  duty,  out  his  services 
are  more  rarely  required,.  The  sewerage  system  is  treated  yearly,  ana  surface 
infestations  are  becoming  fewer,, 

In  Public  Health  work  there  has  been  no  more  significant  feature  cf  recent 
years  tnan  the  virtual  disappearance  of  verminous  premises,,  Even  in  the  areas 

where  housing  conditions  are  worst,  vermin  have  almost  ceased  to  be  a problem,, 


( i x)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION: 

I nvest i gat  ions  made  concerning  infectious 
Disease  Cases  and  Contacts:- 

Pol iomyel i tis  (including  "suspects")  000 
Scarlet  Fever  ooo  o„o  ooo 

Food  Poisoning  (including  "suspects")  0OO 


Disinfections  carried  out:- 


Pol iomyel i t i s 
Scarlet  Fever 
Tuberculosis 
Cancer 

Other  (Parcels 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

of  Clothing 


ooo  ooo 
ooo  ooo 
ooo  ooo 
ooo  ooo 

for  export) ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


8 

10 

4 


22 


1 

6 

4 

2 

1 

14 
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(x)  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948: 


The  following  tables  show  inspections,  etc0,  carried  out  during  1955:- 

I.  INSPECTIONS 


Premi sec 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

1 nspect ions 

Wri tten 
Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

lo  Non-Mechanical  Factories 

27 

5 

NIL 

NIL 

20  Mecnanical  Factories  00o 

134 

140 

1 

NIL 

3o  Otner  premises  (excluding 

Out  workers  premises) 

5 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Total 

166 

145 

1 

NIL 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number  of 
Cases 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 

1 nspector 

in  wn i ch 
p rosecut ions 
were 

inst i tuted 

want  of  Cleanliness  o0o 

13 

8 

Overcrowding  00„  o0o 

Unreasonable  temperature  000 
1 nadequate  vent i 1 at  ion  00o 
Ineffective  drai nage of  f loorj 
Sanitary  Conveniences- 

(a)  Insufficient  oot) 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  unsui table  or  defect ive 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

1 

1 

Otner  offences 

(not  relating  to  Homework) 

7 

6 

6 

Total 

23 

— " — ' ■■ 

16 

6 

2 

NIL 
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Nature  of  Work 

0 U T W 0 

R K 

Section  110 

Sectic 

>n  111 

Number  of 
Out- 
workers 
i n 

August 

1955 

Number  of 
Cases  of 
Default  in 
sending 
1 i sts 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  send 
1 i sts 

Number  of 
i nstances 
work  in 
unwhol e- 
some 

premi ses 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 
t ions 

Wearing  Apparel 

- Mak  i ng 

95 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Lace  Curtains 

ano  Nets 

6 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Total 

101 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Cxi)  PETROLEUM  AND  EX^LOS IVE  ACT: 

The  following  storage  licences  were  granted  under  the  Petroleum  Act, 

1928:- 


Pet 

rol 

eum 

Spi 

ri  t 

0 0 0 OOO 

Pet 

rol 

eum 

Spi 

ri  t 

ano 

Carbide  of  Calcium 

Pet 

rol 

eum 

Spi 

ri  t 

and 

Crude  Benzol 

Pet 

rol 

eum 

Sp  i 

ri  t 

ano 

Petroleum  Mixtures 

Pet 

rol 

eum 

Mixtures 

OOO  OOO 

Pet 

rol 

eum 

Mixtures  and  Carbide  of  Calcium 

63 

2 

1 

7 

5 

i 


79 


Tne  quantities  stored  are  as  follows:- 


was  £55. 


Petroleum  Spi rit  Doo 

Carbide  of  Calcium  000 
Crude  Benzol  0Oo 

Petrol eum  Mixtures  ,<>o 

Tne  amount  of  fees  received 

10.  0. 


o o o 
o o o 
o o o 
o o o 


235,446  gallons 
1.016  lbSo 
3,800  gallons 
1,372  gallons 


by  the  Local  Authority  for  tne  above  Licences 


U3. 


Tne  number  of  premises  registered  for  tne  storage  of  Mixed  Explosives  was 
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THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A DETAILED  LIST  OF  SANITARY  OPERATIONS 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Publ ic 
Heal  th 
Act 

Food  A 
D rug  s 
Act 

Milk  A 
Dai ri es 
and 
Meat 
Reg  So 

Factori  es 
Act 

Housing 

Act 

New  sets  of  nouse  drains  laid 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  repaired  0Oo  aoo 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Drains  cleared  000  00o 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  soil  pipes  fixed  0o0 

14 

- 

- ‘ 

- 

- 

New  interceptors  fixed  Oo» 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Interceptors  repaired  0oo 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  vent  pipes  provided  ,Uo 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  inspection  cnambers  built 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  gul 1 ies  fixed 

11 

- 

- 

’ - 

. - 

Additional  W.C.'s  provided... 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

New  w. C.  pans  provided  ... 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed... 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Floors  drained  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Staircases  renewed  or' repai red 

1 

- 

- 

- * 

-- 

Wi ndows  repai red. . . ... 

4 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Houses  demolished  ... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

14 

Houses  closed  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

33 

Dampness  remedied..  ... 

7 

- 

- 

- ' 

- 

Ra inpipes  repaired 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Guttering  renewed  or  repaired 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Table  continued  on  Page  24 
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Detailed  List  of  Sanitary  Operations  carried  out  during  the  year  1955  (continued). 


Publ  ic 
Heal th 
Act 

Food  A 
D rug  s 
Act 

Milk  A 
Dai ries 
and 
Meat 
Regs. 

Factories 

Act 

Housing 

Act 

Yards  repaired  ...  ... 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

l 

Yards  paved  ...  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ... 

- 

18 

- 

10 

- 

Smoke  and  water  tests  appl ied 
to  d ra  i ns 

2u 

— 

— 





Premises  where  nui sances  abated 

99 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Vermin  and  other  pests  eradi- 
cated • • « « • • 

29 

_ 







Offensive  accumulations 

removed  ...  ... 

? 

— 

_ 

Ceilings  repaired 

1 

- 

1 

Walls  repaired  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Water  supply  improved  ... 

1 

- 

- . 

- 

- 

Food  protected  from 

contamination...  ... 

— 

4 

- 

— 

— 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 
improved 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

Sink  waste  pipes  fixed  ... 

1 

1 

- 

- 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  4c. 


Visi ts  made  ...  ... 

Houses  inspected.  Public  Health  Act 
Revisits  ... 

Houses  inspected.  Housing  Act 
Re-visits  ... 

Visits  to  slaughterhouse  and  Hutchers'  shops 
Food  preparing  premises 
Other  food  shops  ... 

Bakehouses  ... 

Milk  Vehicles  (including  Sampling) 

Dairies 

Ice  Cream  premises  ... 

Piggeries  ... 

Factories  ... 

Offensive  Trade  Premises 
Outworkers'  premises 
Rodent  control  ... 

Refuse  tip  ... 

Camping  sites  ... 

Shops  and  Offices  . .. 

Petroleum  storage  ... 

Infectious  Disease  Investigation 
Miscellaneous  letters  written 

Statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  Act 
Informal  Notices,  Public  Health  Act 

M " (secondary)  Public  Health  Act 

Statutory  Notices,  Housing  Acts 
Informal  Notices,  Factories 
Verbal  Notices  ... 


4,  565 
3U1 
516 
46  4 
69 
1.898 
84 
286 

4 
17 
20 
75 

5 

145 

10 

43 

81 

310 

6 
2 

29 

IP 

131 

47 

32 

20 

1 

55 
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. I wish,  once  more,  to  thank  all  members  and  off icials  of  the  Corporation 

for  their  courtesy  and  co-operation  during  the  year:  also  all  who  have  worked  on 

the  various  duties  of  the  Department. 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  ability  and  performance  of 
Mr.  Pye  and  Miss  Fennell  who  have,  throughout  the  year,  given  unstinted  service 
and  co-operation  at  all  times. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  RODGERS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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